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tions.    Each of these five features is illustrated here
with.
The traveller into the interior of Asia Minor is im-
pressed immediately with the scarcity of population.
There are few cities of any size. The straggling groups
of dwellings seem to offer little reason for modern im-
provements in transportation. Away from the more
prosperous cities the population does not number more
than five to the square mile. The inhabitants of these
scantily settled regions require practically no imports
from abroad, nor have they money or goods to purchase
local products other than the simplest articles of neces-
sity. Because of the lack of adequate transportation,
there is no incentive to provide a surplus for outside
localities. There may "be grain rotting in one community
while a hundred miles away there is famine. Not only is
the country in a primitive state in regard to the develop-
ment of natural resources, "but also it is noticeable that
even on the part of prosperous business men of Con-
stantinople or Smyrna, there is little travelling. To
illustrate this point, the writer recalls a trip from Con-
stantinople to Samsun in company with an Armenian
employed by a leading foreign firm. This man, perhaps
forty-five years old, had lived all his life in Constanti-
nople, but this was his first experience on the Black Sea,
less than twenty miles away. Likewise, many influential,
internationally known citizens of former Ottoman na-
tionality have never been in Asia. (Every true Moslem,
however, hopes to make one pilgrimage to his sacred
cities.) The foreign tourist traffic to Turkey is consid-
erable, yet probably not one fifth that of Egypt. Ap-
proximately 25,000 Western tourists, about one-half of
them Americans, visit Constantinople each year; their
number is increasing due to the excellent Mediterranean
tours conducted by well-known travel companies.
Communication facilities are simple for the most part

